
City of Santa Clara  
INTERNATIONAL EXCHANGE COMMISSION  

Minutes of the April 1, 2008 meeting  

 
COMMISSIONERS PRESENT: Chair Peter Yoon, Maria Jensen, Jim Mathre, Yuki Ikezi, 

Barbara Stahl, R. Rushton Hurley and Eugene Mirabella  
COMMISSIONERS ABSENT: None. 

CITY STAFF: Dan Beerman, Staff Liaison 

VISITORS:  Debi Davis, John and Loraine Figueira, and Andy 
Ratermann (SCA) 

 
 

Recommendation for Council Action – That City Council approve the use of unused 
funds identified for a Council Member’s attendance at the Sister Cities International 
Conference, to be used to send a student representative to the SCI Youth Conference. 
 
 
Chair Yoon called the meeting to order at 7:15 P.M. following a presentation to the City 
Council of students and their entries into the SCA’s Showcase of Young Artists 
Exhibition and the introduction of the Izumo High School exchange students.  
 
I. Roll Call 

All present. 
 
II. CORRECTION/APPROVAL OF MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING 

The minutes of March 4, 2008 were approved. (Jensen / Mathre) (Hurley & Mirabella 
abstain due to absence). 

 
III. CORRESPONDENCE/COMMUNICATIONS 

• Business cards were presented by staff to the Commissioners.  The cards are 
being returned again due to misprints. 

• Thank you letter from the Mayor of Coimbra, Portugal, concerning the student 
exchange visit and an invitation to Mayor Mahan to visit Coimbra.  Staff to meet 
with the City Manager on this and to report back. 

• Letter to Hurley from the Limerick Sister Cities committee. 
 
IV. PUBLIC PRESENTATIONS 

Comments from John Figueira (SCA) on the Korean Sister City proposal of a few 
years back regarding regarding the approved criteria for establishing a sister city. 
Andy Ratermann (SCA and Santa Clara Unified Board of Education) will travel to 
Izumo with a group of 90, including 45 student musicians. 

 
V. SISTER CITIES ASSOCIATION 

A. SCA Report 
Debi Davis presented the monthly report. 
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VI. NEW BUSINESS 
A. Sister City International Conference 
The Council decided not to use their spot at the conference and to allow a 
Commissioner to use it.  Mathre was unable to commit.  Stahl indicated she was 
willing to go and will use one of the spots.  This leaves one position available.  
 
The SCA is interested in sending students to the SCI Youth Conference. The IEC 
requests that the City Council approve using the money identified for a Council 
member’s participation at the SCI Conference to support sending a student 
representative to the SCI Youth Conference. (Hurley / Stahl) 
 
B. Survey of Other City’s Programs Update 
Ikezi presented her report based on three Japanese cities. 

 
C. Discuss Outline of Sister Cities Report to Council 
Hurley will resend his letter to the Commission. 
 
A three person subcommittee as formed, initially consisting of Mathre, Jensen and 
Hurley, to meet and start the outline to include Processes, Past, Present and Future.  
The committee makeup will change over time. (Mathre / Jensen) 

 
VIII. COMMISSIONER REPORTS 

• Jensen attended the welcome reception for the Coimbra students. 
• Ikezi attended the Kuwabara reception, a potluck, and a Japanese Consulate 

meeting. 
• Hurley hosted the Limerick visit at Wilcox High School, the Kuwabara reception 

and met with students from Izumo. 
 
IX. COMMISSION ACTION ITEMS 

Commissioner Action Date Due

All Visitor Gift Ideas Open 
Mathre, 
Mirabella Report on other Sister City programs 5/05/08 

Staff Meet with City Manager on Coimbra invitation 5/05/08 

Staff Badges 5/05/08 
Mathre, 
Jensen, Hurley Subcommittee meeting on Council Report outline 5/05/08 

Hurley IEC letter to Commissioners 5/05/08 
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X. ADJOURNMENT 
The next regular meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, May 6, 2008 at 7 PM in the City 
Manager’s Staff Conference Room.  The meeting was adjourned at 8:44 PM (Mathre 
/ Hurley). 

 
Respectfully submitted, 

Jim Mathre, Recording Secretary  
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